
 

Celebrating 6 

colorful 

decades of 

continuing 

growth! 

Happy Birthday, GRU!    

 
 

This fall marks the 60
th

 Anniversary of the founding of the Grand River Unitarian congregation!  Six decades of colorful 

and steady growth, from a starting group of only 8 folks in 1956, to our current extended community of over 300.  We’re 

in our third building - and even it no longer seems way too big!  We continue to increase in vitality and in strength of 

community.  Our history shows that when we encountered the next challenges and opportunities to move forward, we did 

so bravely.  

This year, although our operating budget will grow only slightly, we would like to move forward with renovations to the 

downstairs classroom areas via separate capital fundraising - please see the separate pamphlet.  

As part of Grand River Unitarian Congregation, we are among friends and people who encourage us personally, and 

support our aspirations. While always working for the collective good we reach out and connect with each other in many 

ways by providing opportunities for personal growth, supportive community, and meaningful action.   

These include our fabulous youth education program, inspiring speakers and music during the service, Quest's personal 

enrichment programs, and fun Dream Auction social events.  

Beyond our doors, we support the wider community through Refugee Sponsorship, and affiliations with USC, Amnesty 

International, Child Haven, Habitat for Humanity, Mary's Place, One ROOF, Dying with Dignity, Interfaith Grand River, 

the Nonviolence Festival and the Food Bank. 

Our growth, all the new people each Sunday, and the large number of children are signs of a healthy congregation. We 

strive to put our values into action as a welcoming community that embraces diversity. This growth and energy is due in 

large part to the excellent collaborative leadership provided by our many volunteers, and visionary staff members Stephen 

Preece, Julie Taylor, and our minister Rev. Jessica Rodela.   

New and exciting ways of connecting continue to sprout up, including:  SalUUn, the ROMEO men’s group, the knitting 

group and the Song Circle.  These opportunities for community join our long-standing events such as Wellspring, 

Women’s Book Group, the Spirit of Life Choir, Pub Nite, the Fair Trade Coffee House, Family Week at Unicamp, and our 

outreach programs. They all provide many rich opportunities for connection and engagement. 

All of our programs and our efforts to build community exist only because of your financial support. They cost money; a 

simple fact - a fact that we may leave out of our thinking about Grand River Unitarian until we are asked to give. This 

year, our canvass goal for pledges is: 

2016 Pledge Goal $213,000 4 % increase 

2015 Pledges Actual $205,000  

This modest 4% increase reflects salary increases for staff, increases in operating costs, and a slight deficit in last AGM’s 

budget.   In addition, for this one year only, we are canvassing for a capital fund for the downstairs area classroom 

renovations.  We’ll be able to proceed with these if we receive $40,000 in pledges earmarked for this project.  For more 

information about pledging, budget, and the renovations plan, please consult our Canvass display and brochure.   If you 

have questions or you did not receive a Canvass Brochure, please contact Treasurer@GrandRiverUnitarian.ca today.   

 


