
 

Introducing Rev. Lori Kyle  
Rev. Lori Kyle was ordained in 2014. After providing half-time ministerial 
services for the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Durham for two years, 
in 2016 she transitioned to community ministry where she runs New Horizons 
Painting, Inc., a company that provides training and employment opportunities 
to Canadian newcomers.   She is also frequently a guest speaker at UU 
congregations in southern Ontario, and is delighted to have the opportunity to 
get to know GRU during this period of Rev. Jess's sabbatical. A Midwesterner 
by origin, Lori moved with her family to Canada in 2009 and lives in eastern 
Toronto with her two adolescent children.   

For more about Rev. Lori, see the CUC article on “Innovative Ministries” at 
http://cuc.ca/innovative-ministries-lori-kyles-new-horizons 

 

Sabbatical Liaisons 
Last spring the GRU Board approved a sabbatical for Rev. Jess.  She will be gone from January 1 
until March 14th for study and renewal,  returning to our pulpit on April 1st.  During her absence, the 
Rev. Lori Kyle will be filling in on most Sunday mornings and available for pastoral emergencies 
or governance urgencies.  For matters usually under Rev. Jess’s care, please contact the following 
volunteers (all contact information is available from our printed directory or through the office):   

Sunday morning services:  Jessica Bayne   
Pastoral Care:  Mag Horman for Hearts & Hands; Rev. Lori Kyle for emergencies. 
Rites of passage requests:  Lay Chaplain Michele Cadotte 
Support for Rev. Lori Kyle:  Committee on Ministry (Margaret Insley, chair) 
Support for Office Administrator Sharon:  Margaret Insley  & Charlotte Innerd 
Support for Music Director Stephen:  Margaret Insley 
Support for Director of Religious Education Julie:  Janis Collins 
Support for Council/Committees/Coordinators/Leaders:  Colin Read 

Save the Date to Celebrate 10 years of Rev. Jess. 
We will soon mark 10 years since GRU called the Rev. Jessica Purple Rodela. Save the date for a 
fun celebration at the Alpine Club at 7pm on the evening of Saturday May 5, 2018. As well, we will 
be marking this event with a memorable Sunday May 6th service with music and stories. Please join 
us!    Stay tuned to participate in a group art project honouring Rev Jess! Details TBD. 

From the 10 Years of Jess Committee (Leanne, Lee, Judith, Betty & Catherine) 

The Window Winter 2018  

 

Rev. Lori Kyle at work with Sharif Zewari from 
Afghanistan and Botros Toto from Sudan 
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Hospitality Crew Needed! 
Two volunteers needed for fifth week 
Sundays to facilitate coffee hour after 
service! Please contact Rosemarie Harris at 
519 746 9478.  

Big "Thank you’s" to all the wonderful 
volunteers who currently help out!!  Your 
dedication and joy is always appreciated! 

 

Volunteer Opportunity: Human Resources  
The Human Resources Committee supports the congregation in 
managing our staff positions,other than the Minister. We have four 
staff members: the Director of Children’s Exploration, Office 
Administrator, Music Director and Custodian. The HR Committee 
assists with creating and updating job descriptions, overseeing 
performance reviews and managing hiring procedures as required. 
We also make recommendations for annual salary increases. This 
is a crucial job at GRU! We need excellent staff who are well 
supported in order to keep things running smoothly. We are 
looking for another member to join the committee, currently 
chaired by Margaret Insley. (In fact, Margaret is the only 
committee member at the moment.)  If you have some human 
resources skills and might be willing to volunteer in this capacity, 
please contact Margaret at margaret.insley@gmail.com 
 

The Window deadline for the Spring edition is 
March 15 (for publication by March 21).   

Submissions should continue to be sent to 
thewindow.newsletter@gmail.com.  

The Spirit of Life Choir 
Minions, directed by Rich 
Hrytzak, were happy to sport 
their “I (Heart) GRU” hats 
for Canvass Sunday. 
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GRU READS:   Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese 

QUEST invites you to our Winter 2018 GRU READS Challenge to continue our commitment to 
the work of Truth, Healing, and Reconciliation. We hope you will join this season’s conversations 
about Richard Wagamese’s novel Indian Horse.  
National Post reviewer Donna Bailey Nurse writes: “Indian Horse, a severe yet beautiful novel by 
Ojibway writer Richard Wagamese, concerns Saul Indian Horse, a former hockey star undergoing 
treatment for alcoholism. Saul chronicles his life story as a means of identifying the source of his 
addiction. His autobiography is a familiar vehicle for conveying the novel’s plot. At the same time, 
it demonstrates how knowing your own story can heal a broken spirit.” Author Wagamese has said: 
“Everyone is really pressing for a political solution,” he said. “They want to revisit the constitutional 
process; they want to look at amendments to the Indian Act; they want to implement changes to the 
Royal Commission. But it’s an aboriginal maxim that nothing in the universe ever grew from the 
outside in.” 

Look for future announcements about forums, Popcorn Theology, and a meditation retreat 
as we explore the intersections of our stories and the meaning of our lives. 
 
GREEN BUILDING SCIENCE &AMP;  
ENERGY SOLUTIONS WORKSHOP 
Thursdays, Feb. 8, 15, 22, 2018 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm at GRU. 
A possible fourth class will be offered on March 1st if there is a need and interest. 

Leader: Dave Keller, 25 years in the construction trade, 13 years’ experience with Green Building 
and Universal Design. This three, or possible four, week discussion group on Green Building and 
Energy Solutions is aimed at helping participants understand ‘green’ solutions to household, 
environmental issues. Dave will lead the discussion on topics such as heating/cooling &amp;amp; 
air quality, insulation, lighting, water conservation and universal design. Participants are welcome 
to bring in real-life issues, problems and questions to get detailed solutions. Questions may also be 
submitted to Dave at mr.davekeller@gmail.com two weeks prior for inclusion in the learning 
experience. 

QUEST thanks  Dave for his initiative in offering this valuable opportunity to GRUsters. If you 
have something worth sharing, please contact Quest@GrandRiverUnitarian.ca . 

 

QUEST and MORE: 
Winter Programming at GRU 

“But there were always things swimming around in me that I could neither hold on to 
long enough to comprehend or learn to live with. It was like the change in the air that 
comes before a storm. You feel the energy build but there’s nothing you can do to stop 
it. That’s what it was like for me. When those times came I couldn’t talk. There was no 
language for it. I suppose when you can’t understand something yourself it’s impossible 
to let anybody else in even if you’re motivated to.”  
     --from Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese.  
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Stillness and Being:  
A Morning Mindfulness Meditation Retreat  
Saturday, March 3, 2018   -     9:00 a.m. – Noon 
GRU: Whitton Hall 
Guest Teacher:  Susan Child, Waterloo Riverview Dharma Centre 
 
In this morning retreat, we will engage with sitting and walking meditation, Dharma teachings and 

with contemplations from Embers: One Ojibway’s Meditations by Richard Wagemese.  We will 
cultivate inner stillness and present moment awareness-the qualities of mind and heart that enable 
us to be at ease with life as it unfolds in each moment of our experience. The retreat is suitable for 
both beginners and experienced meditators.  
 
Susan Child began practicing meditation, and engaging in spiritual inquiry in the 1970s. Since 1991, 
she has been involved extensively in Buddhist study and practice in Asia, Europe and North 
America, with respected Dharma teachers, primarily in the Theravadan and Tibetan traditions of 
Buddhism. She has completed a three-year Buddhist teacher training program with Ken McLeod. 
She has professional training in Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction with Jon Kabat Zinn, and has 
studied Buddhist psychology and Buddhist ministry. Susan is the founder of The Waterloo 
Riverview Dharma Centre― a non-sectarian centre for meditative practice in the Buddhist tradition 
― where she is the spiritual coordinator and guiding teacher.   
This event will be pre-registered; please sign up on the form at the Quest Table in 
Whitton Hall or email quest@grandriverunitarian.ca 

Take 40:  "Children and Grief" 
Hosted by Julie Taylor, Director of Religious Exploration 
Sunday, February 4, at noon in the Sanctuary 
 
Join Julie Taylor for a Take 40 on Feb. 4 after the service where she will share what she learned 
from the Children and Grief conference (hosted by the Bereaved Families of Ontario.) Find out 
what resources GRU and the community has to offer should you ever need it.   If you are in need 
of childcare to attend the Take 40, let Julie know by January 21. 

Take 40:  “Community Justice Initiatives” 
Hosted by the Social Action Committee 
Sunday, March 11, at noon in the Sanctuary 
 
Join the morning’s guest speaker for more information and a Q & A.  

 

 

 “We need mystery. Creator in her wisdom knew this. Mystery fills us with awe 
and wonder. They are the foundations of humility, and humility is the foundation 
of all learning. So we do not seek to unravel this. We honour it by letting it be that 
way forever.”   –from Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese. 

 



5 

GRU Library:  Favourite Time of the Year! 
That's right, the Library Committee has purchased new books for the collection!  They will be 
appearing soon on a shelf in the Library.  We hope you find something to interest you and look 
forward to seeing you after services. Here's the list: 

• The Clay We Are Made Of: Haudenosaunee Land Tenure on the Grand River 
• Defying the Nazis 
• Life as Jamie Knows it: An exceptional child grows up 
• Mousy Cats and Sheepish Coyotes: The Science of Animal Personalities 
• Women Writing Resistence; Essays on Latin America and the Caribbean 
• The Fearless Benjamin Lay: The Quaker Dwarf who became the first revolutionary 

abolitionist 
• You're in the Wrong Bathroom 
• At the Broken Places: A mother and Trans son pick up the pieces 
• The Price for their pound of flesh: The value of the enslave, from womb to grave in the 

building of a nation 
• For White folks who teach in the hood…and the rest of y'all too: reality pedagogy and 

urban education 
• Testimony: the transformative power of UUism 
• Living revision: a writer's craft as spiritual practice 
• Documentary history of UUism 1900-present 
• Documentary history of UUism from beginning to 1899 
• Class action: the struggle with class in UUism 
• Pagan and Earth-centered voices in UUism 
• Call to Care: essays by UU chaplains 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Flower Dedications 
 

It is so nice to have flowers in the church on Sundays and you can FLOWER too!   
Sign up to donate flowers and dedicate the Sunday flowers to an important event, or 
in memory of somebody beloved. You can buy your own and arrange them yourself, 
order from a florist and bring them Sunday morning, or you can donate the money 
(your choice of how much) and ask us to do it for you. Please sign up at least 2 
weeks in advance at the FLOWERS FLOWERS FLOWERS Sign up on the Quest 
table (next to the library in Whitton Hall downstairs). Questions? Talk to Diane 
Oliver-Jensen or email  Flowers@GrandRiverUnitarian.ca 
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Skeptic's Pub Night 
Hosted monthly by Mike Szarka at the Huether Hotel 
Thursday nights at 7:30 - January 11, February 8, and March 8 
 

Separating the Act from the Art:  Since the Harvey Weinstein affair (and going back to Roman 
Polanski, Woody Allen, Bill Clinton and others) there has been an increasing number of celebrated 
and talented individuals who have been shown to have deep moral failings.  Yet is it possible to 
separate the art from the act?  Must we try to “purge” the works of those who are proven abusers?  
Does it sap your enjoyment of their art?  What about erecting statues of prime ministers or statesmen 
some of whose acts verged on cultural genocide, or worse?  Is there any justification to “celebrate” 
historical figures (e.g. civil war generals) who fought for mistaken causes?  Is tolerance for personal 
failings or misdirection at an all-time low?  Is a global “shunning” the right way to respond to 
perpetrators?  Come release your moral indignation or forgiveness at the next Skeptic’s Pub night, 
3rd floor BarleyWorks at the Heuther Hotel in Waterloo, Thursday January 11 at 7:30 PM  

What’s the Point:  The average Canadian can look to approximately 82 years to fill.  What should 
we do with all this time?  Is it about what we do for others?  Should we maximize our own 
enjoyment?  Is enjoyment pointless anyway?  Do you feel guilty when you are enjoying yourself?  
Do you admire those who make huge personal sacrifices for others?  What motivates them, and why 
are we not similarly motivated?  If a person is “spiritual” or “non-spiritual” does that affect this 
view?  Do we care how we are remembered?  Why?  Is that some ultimate expression of ego?  If we 
live in isolation from others does that make our life less meaningful?  Are children a source of 
“meaning”?  Why?  Come figure out the answer to the biggest question of them all at the next 
Skeptic’s Pub night, 3rd floor BarleyWorks at the Heuther Hotel in Waterloo, Thursday February 8 
at 7:30 PM  

The Devil Made Me Do It: We’re all biological machines of a sort.  In that context, what is our 
responsibility for our actions?  What is the meaning or purpose of punishment if we are all acting in 
response to the immutable interior workings of our brain?  To what extent do any of us have free 
will?  Is someone responsible for what they do if they are drunk, or is that a “get out of jail free” 
card?  What about PTSD?  Is a bad childhood an excuse for a life on the wrong side?  We are all put 
under stresses and temptations based on our environment.  Some people withstand them and others 
do not.  What separates those who toe the line?  Are they in some way superior?  Are transgressors 
responsible for their actions, are they to be pitied or despised?  There’s no sort of schadenfreude 
like that prompted by a pious individual caught cheating.  Is it enough to accept that we are all 
sinners?  Does the religious idea of confession and absolution make any sense?  How should we 
comprehend and reconcile our own lapses?  Bring your personal angel or devil to the next Skeptic’s 
Pub night, 3rd floor BarleyWorks at the Heuther Hotel in Waterloo, Thursday March 8 at 7:30 PM  

 

 

 “Hockey is like the universe, Saul,” he said one day. “When you stand in the dark and look up at 
it, you see the placid fire of stars. But if we were right in the heart of it, we’d see chaos. Comets 
churning by. Meteorites. Star explosions. Things being born, things dying. Chaos, Saul. But that 
chaos is organized. It’s harnessed. It’s controlled. What you can’t see under all the action, the 
speed, the mayhem, is the great spirit of this game. That’s what makes you so extraordinary. You 
have that spirit within you.” ― Richard Wagamese, Indian Horse 
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Children’s Religious Exploration    
Well, 2017, what a year THAT was. So much negativity going on politically and so much 
positivity going on in our own little spiritual home. While I’m grateful for all the work that has 
gone into our beautiful new classrooms, I hope that 2018 brings with it a more leisurely pace. 
 
As we look to the New Year, we will be continuing with the Spirit Jam model (where we offer the 
kids a choice of workshops to engage in.) We still need more facilitators to offer six Sundays; two 
a month for the next three months. It’s easy, because all the prep work is done for you. And it’s 
fun, because the kids are really great. 

Another way of serving in our Religious Exploration department is by organizing social events for 
the kids. We’ve had a great time in the past with games nights, craft nights and movie nights. 
Please be in touch if you think you can take one of these on. 
 

There are SO many OWLs this year 
Grade 8-9 OWL - (Saturdays from 10-1:30) Jan 13, Jan 27, Feb. 10, Feb. 24, March 3, March 24, 
April 7, April 21 and an overnight on April 28 

Grade 4-6 (Sundays from 10am-12pm) - March 4, March 25, April 8 and April 22  

Grade SK-1 (Sundays from 10am-12pm)) - March 25, April 8 and April 22 10am-12 pm    (Look 
for OWL registrations in January.) 
 
If you’re not plugged in to our Facebook groups, make sure to hook yourself in with the GRU 
Parent Group. This is a great place to get notice about upcoming church events and have parenting 
related discussions amongst ourselves.  
 

VOLUNTEER!!! (the exclamation points mean “please”) 
As always, the Religious Exploration program runs because of the effort of our volunteers. We are 
low on volunteers this year, but we also had a slow start with the renovations. As such, my hope is 
that you’ll be knocking down the office door (it’s so exciting to have a door this year) looking for 
ways to volunteer. Here are a few great ideas: 
Spirit Jam facilitators - Two Sundays a month for three months 

OWL snack assistant. - Get snacks ready to take into the grade 4-6 and SK - 1 OWL classes on 
the above listed Sundays. 
Sleepover chaperone - The highschool OWL program always wraps up with a sleepover. We 
need two people to be here from 10pm Sat. April 28 to 10 am Sunday April 29.  

OWL breakfast provider - someone to show up at 8am on Sunday April 29 and get breakfast 
together for our dead-tired chaperones and teens. 

Social Event/s person - you can offer to create and/or host one or many social events for our RE 
kids. 
 
Wishing you all the warmest of holidays with all your favourite people. – Julie Taylor, DRE 

Don’t miss Julie’s Take 40 on Children and Grief on Feb. 4 after the service where she will share 
what she learned from the Children and Grief conference.   

Find out what resources GRU and the community has to offer should you ever need it. 

* If you are in need of childcare to attend the Take 40, let Julie know by January 21 * 
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Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the food drive!  We delivered a substantial quantity of 
groceries to the Food Bank.  Your support is very much appreciated! 

Christmas Collection 

SAC directed this year’s Christmas collection to the Housing Help Plus initiative offered by 
oneROOF Youth Services, an agency supporting youth (12-25) who are experiencing or who are 
at risk of homelessness in Waterloo Region.  Housing Help Plus assists youth to secure and retain 
housing.  Staff works with youth to prepare budgets and to help understand tenants’ and landlords’ 
responsibilities.  The goal is to equip youth with the tools needed to live independently.  SAC 
collected donations to support youth who had secured housing.  Household items such as cooking 
utensils, cleaning supplies and bedding will be delivered to oneROOF at the end of December. 

Sunday March 11 Service & Take 40 

SAC has invited a guest speaker from Community 
Justice Initiatives (CJI) to talk about a restorative 
justice approach when dealing with offenders.  The 
Take 40 after the service will be an opportunity for 
CJI to discuss in more detail their work in the 
community including their program for inmates at 
the Grand Valley Institute for Women. 

Coffeehouse Friday March 23 

Save the date!  Our annual coffeehouse in support of USC’s Seeds for Survival programs will be 
on Fri. Mar. 23.  Come and enjoy an evening of musical entertainment provided by talented 
members of our congregation.  There will be handmade items and fair trade coffee available for 
purchase.  Hope to see you there! 

Towels for Showers 

The Mill-Courtland Community Centre sincerely thanks GRU for our ongoing donations of 
towels.  The centre gives towels to homeless individuals who would like to take a shower in their 
facility.  SAC has been collecting towels to donate to Mill-Courtland since the beginning of 2017.   
We have delivered over 100 towels this past year.  Please leave small or medium-sized gently used 
towels in the cardboard box opposite the community pantry.  Thank you to all of the dedicated 
individuals who bring us towels! 

Community Pantry 
Anytime is a good time to donate non-perishable food to the community pantry!  Canned meats, 
stews, fish and fruits are always appreciated.  The community pantry is located downstairs beside 
the elevator.  Thank you for helping our community! 

Good Green Death 
GRU was a proud co-sponsor of October’s Good Green Death Forum, where Rev. Jess and Lay 
Chaplain Michele Cadotte hosted our 3rd annual Death Café.  To get involved with the local Green 
Burial chapter or to subscribe to their newsletter, visit http://www.goodgreendeathproject.ca/. 

Social Justice at G
RU

 



9 

Marriage Course  
This interactive day will help couples invest in their relationship en route to a strong and healthy 
marriage – whether you have been married for 50 years, 2 years, or just about to “tie the knot”! 
 
The day will explore your own and other’s distinctive personality strengths and stressors. You will 
learn to respect and appreciate your differences in the ways people function. A very powerful 
result is that we shift our stance from seeing “differences and incompatibility” to seeing 
“uniqueness and value”. 
 
Price per Person: $20.00 per couple (includes lunch)  Register by: January 22, 2018 
Facilitated by: Susan Patterson & Amanda Gulka-Armstrong 
Date & Time of Event: February 3, 2018 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Location: Grand River Unitarian Church 
 
For more information or to sign up, please contact:  
Susan Patterson – spgconsulting@hotmail.com 
Amanda Gulka-Armstrong – agulka@gmail.com 

UU Midwinter Retreat:  February 2 - 4 
We warmly invite you to take a break from the business of everyday life at this year’s UU 
Midwinter Weekend Retreat at the YMCA Cedar Glen facility in Bolton Ont. The theme for this 
year’s retreat is Reaching Out, Reaching In. Activities include winter outdoorsy stuff (from 
snowshoeing to tobogganing) along with a variety of workshops, games, music, and 
a Sunday morning UU Service and chocolate communion. 

For more information: uumidwinterretreat.blogspot.com or talk to Colin Read or Tracey Szarka 

For registration: http://cuc.ca/midwinter-retreat-registration 

 

KEITH MARTIN: PROMOTING CHRISTIAN AND 
UNITARIAN VALUES 
 
Keith Martin, the nonreligious chaplain at Waterloo and Guelph Universities, was recently 
interviewed by Anne Bokma (a Unitarian) for The United Church Observer’s December issue. In 
it Keith says, "I am still promoting Christian values, if not Christian beliefs." He would also say he 
is promoting Unitarian values and the values shared by most religious faiths, such as the Golden 
Rule. See http://www.ucobserver.org/interviews/2017/12/keith_martin. 

This is the fourth year for Keith’s pioneer nonreligious chaplaincy. He lives in Wiarton and 
commutes to Waterloo and Guelph for his weekly 3-day stint at the universities.  He is supported 
financially solely by donations (charitable receipts issued.) 

For more information or a report with photos on “A Week in the Life of a Nonreligious Chaplain,”  
email Keith at Keith.martin@uwaterloo.ca or call 519-372-4642. Pamphlets will also be available 
on the GRU community bulletin board. 

Keith and his Support Team hope that this ethical/spiritual outreach to the rapidly growing 
numbers of nonreligious, questioning and SBNR (Spiritual But Not Religious) students and staff 
at universities can receive stable funding so that it can continue with other qualified chaplains after 
Keith retires. "The fields are ripe unto harvest but the laborers are few." 

-- submitted by Isobel McGregor and Tui Torre, GRU members of Keith’s Nonreligious 
Chaplaincy Support Team 
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January 7, 2018. “R-E-S-P-E-C-T, Find Out What It Means to Me.”  Come 
introduce yourself to Rev. Lori Kyle, who will be filling in on Sundays for Rev. 
Jess during her sabbatical.  Rev. Kyle says: “As we endeavor a month of 
exploring prophesy, this Sunday we will begin by considering insights from 
various well-known individuals about the concept of respect as it relates to self 
and to others.” 

January 14.  “Exploring the Depths of Joy.”  Melissa Horvath-Lucid. Join 
Mel as she explores the work of Brené Brown's, in her book Daring Greatly and 
how this work informed and supported her through her grief journey to a deeper 
understanding of gratitude and joy as a means of comfort and support in times of 
grief and loss.  Melissa resides in Waterloo Ontario with her husband and 5 
children.  She serves as the Executive Director for Unicamp and as Director of 
Congregational Life and Learning at the Unitarian Congregation of Guelph. 

January 21.  “WHATEVER:  Our Annual Youth Service.”  Our GRU Whatever 
Youth Group, with the Spirit of Life Choir, promises to be a lively exploration of 
the joys of being in community. 

January 29.  “Cultivating Character.”  Rev. Lori Kyle.  An important aspect of 
our growth as humans is the development of our personal character.   On this 
Sunday we will explore author David Brooks’ take on character development, and 
how developing in this way has the potential to enrich our spiritual lives. 

February 5.   “Unexpected Gratitude.”  Rev. Lori Kyle.  All of us experience 
challenges in our lives. Enfolded in these challenges are opportunities for growth 
and insight that are often overlooked because we remain immersed in the 
difficulty. On Sunday we will explore broadening our perspective of challenges to 
appreciate the potential gifts they offer. 

February 11.  The Refugee Sponsorship Team will share their stories of the 
meaningful connections made during the past year.   

February 18. “From Failure to Freedom.”  Rev. Lori Kyle.  Pema Chodron is 
currently one of the most widely known Buddhist authors and teachers.  Part of 
her appeal is her seemingly counter-intuitive approach to failure.  This Sunday 
we will explore the road she is paving from failure to freedom. 

February  25.  “The Inspiration of Rocket Robin.”  Rev. Lori Kyle.  Integrating 
respect into our internal and external relations is a life-long process of lessons 
and learning.  Today we will hear about how one small creature taught an entire 
family much about respect.  Please stay for a Youth Group Souper Sunday 
Fundraiser followed by our Annual General Meeting.   

  

SUNDAY MORNINGS   
at Grand River Unitarian  

For questions, support, 
or concerns about 
Sunday services this 
winter, please contact 
Worship Arts Liaison 
Jessica Bayne.   
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March 5.   “Fairness vs. Forgiveness.”  Rev. Lori Kyle.  As Unitarian 
Universalists, many of us are deeply moved by ideals fuelled by justice.  And 
from justice often emerges an appreciation for outcomes based on 
fairness.  Today we will explore how the an allegiance to fairness impacts our 
ability and willingness to embrace forgiveness. 

March 11.  The Social Action Committee is sponsoring a speaker from the 
Community Justice Initiative to talk about women’s prison programs.   Don’t 
forget to set your clocks forward this morning for Daylight Savings Time.   

March 18. “A Mystic Mosaic: How We Experience the Divine.” Rev. Kyle.     
A common thread among faith traditions is the emphasis on meaning-making and 
experiencing the Sacred. What is not commonly shared is how this is manifested 
in belief about the Divine.  Today we will explore the myriad of ways faith groups 
define and experience the entity many refer to as God. 

March 25.   “Our First Principle: A Harvester of Hope?”  Rev. Lori Kyle.  
There has never been a time in world history when it has been so easy to 
question the worth of our First Principle.  Literally daily we learn of horrific acts of 
violence around the globe that challenge our  faith and hope that all people have 
worth and dignity.  On this Sunday we will explore the nature of these challenges, 
and how hopeful perseverance can influenced by our 1st Principle. 

April 1.   Rev. Jess returns from sabbatical this morning to celebrate Holy 
Foolishness on this Easter Sunday.   

Announcement Policy 
We want to help you get the word out about GRU events and those in the wider community "Beyond 
Our Doors" (when space permits).  Please remember to submit your written announcements to 
Admin@GrandRiverUnitarian.ca by Thursday night (5:00 p.m.) each week in time for inclusion in 
the Sunday bulletin.  

1.  Please send your request by Thursday night  (5 p.m.)  
of the week the ad is meant to begin.   
2.  Short and simple works best:  1-2 sentences; include 
contact information so newcomers can find you!  
3.  Exact wording is required in the text of your message. 
4.  For surer results, please send your request as a separate 
email and NOT as a 'reply' to the email announcements -- it 
is very easy for 'reply' emails to be missed among the 
hundreds of 'new' messages we receive every week.   
 
THANK YOU for helping us help YOU !!!  

An Invitation to Love & Justice.  
This year’s CUC conference will be held in Hamilton at McMaster University from May 18-20. 
Details and registration will follow in January, as well as information on Lay Chaplain and Our 
Whole Lives training, the Annual General Meeting, CanUUdle, Young Adult programming, and 
more.  For a preview of this year’s programming on the theme of “Love & Justice,” visit 
http://cuc.ca/preview-streams-2018-annual-conference-meeting.   

Sharon’s “office” at GRU 
during the  reno chaos!  


