
President’s Report by Charlotte Innerd 
It has been an exciting month for me at GRU, as I have moved into the role of 
President of the Board of Trustees.  The new Board had its’ first meeting on 
March 14th at which we covered a lot of ground.  At the meeting we went over 
the by-laws, looked at our finances, what the next 12 months might bring, and 
how we want to operate as a Board.  We covenanted to the Board Covenant 
developed by the previous Board. 

The Board of Trustees for GRU covenants to: 
• To approach their commitment with positive purpose 
• To honour the trust placed in them 
• To be fully present and respectful 
 

We also managed to deal with some regular business and are looking forward to the upcoming year.  
As we get ready to celebrate Rev Jess’ 10th Anniversary at GRU we have many reasons to celebrate 
both past accomplishments and future possibilities.   

 

 

The Window Spring 2018 

Introducing our New GRU Board: 

Charlotte Innerd, President 
Cathy Scott, Vice President 
Cathy MacDonald, Treasurer 
Colin Read, Secretary 
Penny Grace, Trustee 
Neil Hunt, Trustee 
Louise Sims, Trustee 
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CUC Delegates and Motions 

 
At the GRU AGM, we were still looking for a fourth delegate for the CUC AGM and the Board 
was empowered to appoint a fourth delegate. I am pleased to say that Diane Oliver-Jensen has 
agreed to the congregation’s fourth delegate.  As a reminder, the other delegates will be Charlotte 
Innerd, Janis Collins, and Jim Sannes.   

There are 3 motions before the CUC AGM this year and can be found at 
http://cuc.ca/governance/annual-general-meetings/ The motions are: 

1. TO AFFIRM NELSON UNITARIAN SPIRITUAL CENTRE, BC AS A NEW 
MEMBER CONGREGATION OF THE CANADIAN UNITARIAN COUNCIL. 

2. BE IT RESOLVED THAT The CUC Annual Program Contribution for 2019 be raised in 
accordance with the 2017 Canadian Consumer Price Index by 2.10% from $100 per member to 
$102.10 per member. 

 

3. BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The work of the CUC be guided in 2018-19 by the following 
goals and strategic priorities: 

• The CUC ensures that it has resources to maintain its own sustainability in order to 
advance the cost-effective achievement of the following four primary goals: 

a. Enhance religious exploration and spiritual growth grounded in the vision, principles, 
sources, and aspirations of the Canadian Unitarian Universalist (UU) movement; 

b. Advance socially responsible actions to live out our vision of interdependence, love, and 
justice to bring benefit to Canadian and global communities; 

c. Build community resilience so our congregations and communities are connected to each 
other, and thrive organizationally, economically, and socially in a diverse, multi-generational 
context; 

d. Strengthen local, regional, national, and global networks of collaborative and 
interdependent UU congregations and communities. 

• Within these goals, the Board recommends the following strategic priorities for 2018-
2019: 

a. Ensure sustainable revenue generation to continue the work of building vital Unitarian 
communities; 

b. Optimize communications capabilities so that they are flexible, robust, and effective, with 
an early focus on the CUC website to make it a useful and appealing communications tool for both 
members and visitors; 

c. Advance social justice initiatives, including truth, healing, and reconciliation amongst 
indigenous and non-indigenous Canadians; 

d. Encourage innovation and sustainability in the growth and development of UU 
communities, with an emphasis on youth and young adults as they strive to foster a just and 
sustainable world and to enrich the spiritual lives of their members. 
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GRU READS Continues:  Have you read it yet? 

Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese  

QUEST continues the invitation to our GRU READS Challenge as part of our commitment to the 
work of Truth, Healing, and Reconciliation. We hope you will join this season’s conversations 
about Richard Wagamese’s novel Indian Horse.   
 

By all accounts, Indian Horse is a difficult, but ultimately rewarding, read. I bought my 
copy at the local independent bookstore today and am eager to dive in. GRU Reads 
offers us a chance to delve more deeply into a subject as a group. This way, we can 
consider the material over time, engage with it in different ways, and share what we’ve 
learned with one another. If you’ve never participated in a GRU Reads event before, 
this is the one to try. The book itself is relatively short and our first event will be an April 
13 opening night viewing of the movie based on this very same book! That will be an 
exciting introduction to the story, which will be followed by a sermon based on the book 
from Rev. Jess on April 15. A three-session book study will begin on Tuesday, May 15, 
and continue on the 22nd , and 29th . A trip to the Woodland Cultural Centre, which 
maintains the Mohawk Institute Indian Residential School as well as a museum, is being 
planned for some time in May. 
 

Goodreads describes Indian Horse this way: “Saul Indian Horse has hit bottom. His last 
binge almost killed him, and now he’s a reluctant resident in a treatment centre for 
alcoholics, surrounded by people he’s sure will never understand him. But Saul wants 
peace, and he grudgingly comes to see that he’ll find it only through telling his story. 
With him, readers embark on a journey back through the life he’s led as a northern 
Ojibway, with all its joys and sorrows.” 
 

Jane Smiley, who reviewed the book for The Globe and Mail explains, “…Saul’s job, it 
turns out, is not to show up the white folks; as hard as that is, it would be too easy for 
Wagamese’s purposes. Instead, Indian Horse distills much of what Wagamese has 
been writing about for his whole career into a clearer and sharper liquor, both more 
bitter and more moving than he has managed in the past. He is such a master of 
empathy – of delineating the experience of time passing, of lessons being learned, of 
tragedies being endured – that what Saul discovers becomes something the reader 
learns, as well, shocking and alien, valuable and true.” 
 

I hope you will join Quest on this journey of universal human experience told through 
this uniquely aboriginal setting. 

--Submitted by Janis Collins 

GRU Reads Indian Horse 
May 15, 22, 29 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM with Janis Collins 
In this three session study, we will examine what the book has to teach us, as well as putting the 
story into the context of modern aboriginal issues. We may even learn a word or two of Ojibway! 

  

QUEST and MORE: 
Spring Programming at GRU 

“But there were always 
things swimming 
around in me that I 
could neither hold on 
to long enough to 
comprehend or learn to 
live with. It was like the 
change in the air that 
comes before a storm. 
You feel the energy 
build but there’s 
nothing you can do to 
stop it. That’s what it 
was like for me. When 
those times came I 
couldn’t talk. There 
was no language for it. 
I suppose when you 
can’t understand 
something yourself it’s 
impossible to let 
anybody else in even if 
you’re motivated 
to.”                                    
   --
from Indian Horse by 
Richard Wagamese.  
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Popcorn Theology 
April 13 with Janis Collins 
We're going to the movies! The film based on Richard Wagamese's book Indian Horse will open in 
theatres across Canada on Friday, April 13. Stay tuned for more information on the time and theatre 
location for this group event. After the movie, we will repair to another venue (perhaps the Huether) 
for food, libation, and discussion. 

Woodlands Cultural Centre Tour 
Look for more information on a date for a group tour of the museum at the Woodlands Cultural 
Centre in Brantford. Though the Mohawk Institute Indian Residential School is closed for repairs, 
the centre is offering a virtual tour of the school. Several years ago a group from Grand River 
Unitarian went and found it a profound experience. 

Build Your Own Theology 
6 Thursday nights: April 12-May 17 at 7:30 – 9:30 with Rev. Jess 
As Unitarian Universalists, our theology is based on human experience; thus, our beliefs spring from 
our unique biographies.  That is, the stories of our lives inform what it is we believe.  In this six-
week course we will discern and articulate our personal belief systems.  Learning to “speak your 
faith” is a profoundly liberating act of witness and empowerment.  Come and enjoy the challenge 
of theological engagement with Rev. Jess.   Textbooks are available for purchase or borrowing.   
Advance registration is required with Rev. Jess or sign up at the Quest desk by April 9. 

Tea/TED/Theology 
Wednesday afternoons:  April 25, May 2, May 9 at 1:30 – 3:00 with Rev. Jess  
These informal conversation sessions held at GRU offer an opportunity to delve more deeply into 
our quarterly themes.  During each session, we will watch a series of short video talks and discuss 
how those issues impact and inform the choices we make in our lives.  Tea will be served.  No RSVP 
necessary.   

Take 40:  "Peace or War?” 
Canada’s New Defence Policy and Plans for Military Spending  
Sunday, April 15 at noon in the Sanctuary 
Join Tamara Lorincz after service on April 15 for a discussion of Canada’s new defence policy and 
plans for military spending that were announced by the federal government last June.  She will also 
explain military spending in the context of the federal budget and the environmental and social costs 
of militarism.  Find out if Canada is moving in the direction of peace or war.  Come join a discussion 
about what Canadians can do to advance peace, disarmament, and nonviolence. 

Tamara Lorincz is PhD student in Global Governance at the Balsillie School for International 
Affairs.  Tamara is on the board of Canadian Voice of Women for Peace, and the advisory committee 
of the Global Network Against Nuclear Power and Weapons in Space.  Tamara has an LLB and 
MBA from Dalhousie specializing in environmental law and management, and is co-founder of the 
East Coast Environmental Law Association. 
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Skeptic's Pub Night 
Hosted monthly by Mike Szarka at the Huether Hotel in Uptown Waterloo 
Thursday nights at 7:30 * April 12, May 17, & June 14. 
 

Free Speech or Fair Speech?  Universities are supposed to be places where ideas can be 
debated without limitation or prejudice.  However, there have been many recent cases where debate 
or speech is shut down, when speakers have points of view that some consider offensive.  Campus 
clubs for men’s issues advocates and pro-lifers have been banned from campuses.  Professors are 
sanctioned for delivering courses with “trigger” content.  Speakers with controversial views are 
subjects of protests and attempts to shut down presentations.  Do universities have an obligation to 
provide “safe spaces” where people are protected from offensive or emotionally upsetting content, 
or are the “special snowflakes” ruining the university experience for those who relish debate?  
Should universities give a platform for those who would deny values of equity that most Canadians 
have agreed upon?  Is political correctness killing objective debate on issues that do not necessarily 
have broad societal consensus?  Bring your moral outrage to the next Skeptic’s Pub Night, April 12 
at 7:30 PM 3rd floor BarleyWorks in Waterloo. 

Scruples!   If you haven’t played the infamous 1980s party game, players are posed with an ethical 
dilemma and players vote on how they think that person would respond.  We’re not going to play 
the game, but we’ll bat around some fun dilemmas.  What if you saw your best friend’s husband in 
a compromising situation with another woman?  Would you tell her?  What if your ten year-old asks 
if you ever did drugs (or something else naughty).  Is it right to lie?  Your daughter adores the family 
dog but when it gets nervous, (which it is a lot) the dog pees on the carpet.  What do you do?  Your 
elderly father-in-law regularly rants about ethnic minorities at family gatherings.  Do you challenge 
him and risk ruining Easter dinner?  Bring your Scruples to the next Skeptic’s Pub Night, May 17 
at 7:30 PM 3rd floor BarleyWorks in Waterloo. 

White Privilege.  Political discourse has recently been increasingly defined by identity politics.  
Cultural appropriation, white privilege, “carding”, barbaric cultural practice hotlines, racial 
profiling, and gender identity have entered mainstream awareness to a degree not seen in past 
decades.  Is it a positive thing that marginalized groups are speaking out, or is identity politics 
destroying our cultural fabric and tearing people apart?  Are yoga classes cultural appropriation?  Is 
cultural appropriation an homage to the expressions and ideas of other peoples, or is it theft of their 
identity?  Is “white guilt” on the rise?  Are whites shut down from opining on matters as they are 
accused of inability to separate themselves from their privilege?  Unitarian congregations are 
overwhelmingly white and middle class, despite sincere efforts to be inclusive.  Does our 
predominant “whiteness” blind us from unwelcoming behaviours, or are we not doing anything 
wrong?  Bring your cultural awareness to the next Skeptic’s Pub Night, June 14 at 7:30 PM 3rd 
floor BarleyWorks in Waterloo. 
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Children’s Religious 
Exploration Forum: 
April 8 after service.    
Did you know that most children raised in 
Unitarian Universalist congregations don’t 
maintain that affiliation throughout their 
lives? Well, that’s not completely true, they 
continue on census forms to list their 
religion as Unitarian, but they don’t attend 
congregations. The most recent statistic is 
that we retain 12% of our children into 
adulthood whereas Christian traditions 
maintain 40-60%. 

 

Why is that? Nobody knows for sure, but the current theory is that our programming for children is 
so different from Sunday worship, that someone growing into adulthood does not find themselves 
entering a congregational life that mirrors what they have known. As a result, there has been a 
movement towards offering RE classes and workshops for all ages before a service, and then 
everyone, including children, attend the service together. The other problem this addresses is it frees 
up volunteers who want to attend the service. 

 
 
Here at GRU, the approach we’ve recently used is the Spirit Jam format. The goal was to make the 
program enjoyable enough that the children will choose to come to church on a Sunday. Our RE 
survey recently came back and a number of parents are unhappy with this model. The previous 
model (kids in classes with their age groups using various curricula) was something that the children 
most often identified as boring and I witnessed a lack of engagement and numerous attempts to take 
the teachers off-track. 

 
 
So, what are we to do with our Religious Exploration program? There is clearly no “one-size fits 
all” approach that will meet the needs of all the children and our volunteers. We could try the RE-
before-the-service format but parents identified on the survey that they value the time alone in 
service, where they don’t have to be parenting and can take care of their own needs. 
 

But, to my mind, the most important issue in all of this is...if our children choose not to attend 
congregations as adults, what is the one thing that we need to bestow on them now while we have 
the chance? A knowledge of the Seven Principles? A practice of Social Justice? An appreciation of 
world religions? Close, familial, connections? The capacity to question? The capacity to wonder? 
Which gift can we give to sustain them as they take on a  demanding, confusing world? Perhaps that 
gift should be our focus as we consider what our Religious Exploration program will look like for 
the next few years. 

 
Please join us on April 8 at the forum to talk about these issues and consider the future of our 
Religious Exploration Program. 

  



7 

Rise Up Singing – 8 week workshop  
with Jane Lewis and Katherine Wheatley 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE to experience the joy of making music together! This co-ed group will 
meet for eight weeks and sing a selection of songs (a mix of folk, traditional & modern), learning 
melodies and harmony parts. We are more fun than formal. Our main goal is to sing lots, and to 
enjoy ourselves. No auditions, no performance, no reading music — we'll be learning by ear. 

Wednesday evenings, 7-9 pm, starting March 21, 2018*  Cost: $195 regular fee 

Late-comers Welcome! 

Location: Grand River Unitarian Church, Kitchener 
Registration: http://all-together-now.ca/register.html 
Questions: music@all-together-now.ca or 519-994-8707 
 
 

An Invitation to Love & Justice:  May 18-20  
The Canadian Unitarian Council's National Conference and Annual General Meeting 2018 us the 
biennial gathering of Unitarians and Unitarian Universalists from across Canada.  

Held at McMaster University in Hamilton ON from May 18 - 20, 2018, the conference is hosted by 
the First Unitarian Church of Hamilton in partnership with the Canadian Unitarian Council. Because 
so many of our congregations are geographically isolated, the opportunity to come together is, for 
many people, a highlight of the congregational year. 

The conference theme is "Invitation to Love and Justice," derived from the national vision: “As 
Canadian Unitarian Universalists, we envision a world in which our interdependence calls us to love 
and justice.” This vision of our national faith community asks us to live this out through actions of 
love and justice. We are called to work together from a place of love to bring justice to all beings.  

Young Adult Events, the CanUUdle Youth Conference, and programs for Junior Youth and children 
happen before, during and after the conference. The CUC’s Affiliates and other communities are 
also offered opportunities to meet and connect. 

Program streams include workshops on social justice, mental health, Reconciliation work, and more.   
Register today while the early bird rates are still available:   http://cuc.ca/tag/acm-2018/.  

Congregational Survey Spring 2018 
The last extensive congregational survey of the congregation took place around 2006.  This spring, 
Rev. Jess and the Committee on Ministry will be distributing a survey to gather information about 
the changes in our congregation’s demographics, needs, and expectations.  The survey is just the 
start of a series of conversations about who we are and who we want to be as a congregation.  
Look for announcements coming this April with more information about the survey, forums, and 
more as we forge ahead into the future we will create together! 
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LAY CHAPLAINCY CHANGES 
On March 2nd, the Canadian Unitarian Council learned that recent changes in Ontario’s Marriage 
Office now prohibit the registration of new marriage officiants who are not ordained as clergy. This 
practice is under review by the Marriage Office itself, with no known date for a decision. Those 
people who already hold licenses are allowed to continue as officiants, but new candidates have no 
guarantee of becoming a licensed wedding officiant.  Regardless of the decision of the Marriage 
Office, Lay Chaplains may continue to offer other rites of passage such as memorial services, house 
blessings, and child dedications.    

We have been advised to continue the search for a Lay Chaplain who can attend the upcoming 
training. Grand River Unitarian will reimburse the successful candidate for up to $500 of training 
expenses.  Basic training will take place in Hamilton, Ontario on May 16 – 17 (for those with 
experience, the training will be Friday, May 18).  

We are now accepting applications through April 2nd for candidates to become GRU's next Lay 
Chaplain.  For updated information about this position and our revised application, please email 
chaplain@grandriverunitarian.ca.    

Women’s Book Club 
Pat Mighton (519-696-3021) will be our hostess for our March 26th meeting at GRU. We are 
exploring Alan Bradley's "Flavia De Luce" mystery series, one title of which is "The Sweetness at 
the Bottom of the Pie". Pat will bring Book Club Kits from a Public Library for our April 23rd 
meeting at GRU.  Members and friends will already have chosen kit titles for discussion at our 
April meeting at 130 p.m. GRU with hostess Lynda MacLeod (519-895-2355).  There are ten 
copies of the same title in whichever kit Pat chooses! 

Our May 28th meeting will be at Pat Mighton's home, 2148 Bethel Road, R.R.#1, New Dundee, at 
1:30 p.m.  She will be our hostess. 

In preparation for this session we will have read any book on a "Medical" theme: current, 
historical, fiction, non-fiction, science fiction or research. 

Kathy Robertson (519-895-2799) will be our hostess at her home, 385 Zeller Drive, Kitchener on 
June 25th at 1:30.  Please choose a book by author Eleanor Herman.  Kathy's suggestion: "King 
Peggy: An American Secretary, Her Royal Destiny, and the Inspiring Story of How She Changed 
an African Village" by Peggielene Bartels and Eleanor Herman. 

Please let the hostesses know if you plan to meet with us.  Our book club welcomes your 
attendance, suggestions, and interest.  We meet the fourth Monday of each month: March 26, 
April 23, May 28, June 25.  Our planning session for the Fall will be on Sept. 24th at 1:30 p.m. at 
GRU.  Share a great title; hear of a new author; explore an unfamiliar theme, place, or person; and 
enjoy a print medium! 
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Sunday Flower Dedications 
 
It is so nice to have flowers in the church on Sundays and you 
can FLOWER too!   Sign up to donate flowers and dedicate the 
Sunday flowers to an important event, or in memory of somebody 
beloved. You can buy your own and arrange them yourself, order 
from a florist and bring them Sunday morning, or you can donate 
the money (your choice of how much) and ask us to do it for you. 
Please sign up at least 2 weeks in advance at the FLOWERS 
FLOWERS FLOWERS Sign up on the Quest table (next to the 
library in Whitton Hall downstairs). Questions? Talk to Diane 
Oliver-Jensen or email  Flowers@GrandRiverUnitarian.ca 

 

 
 

Remembering Phillip Hewett 
Rev. Dr. Phillip Hewett, minister emeritus of the Unitarian Church of Vancouver, died February 24 
age 93. Born and raised in villages near Dorchester, England, he served in the R.A.F. during World 
War II.  He served churches in Montreal, Quebec (1953-54); Ipswich, England (1954-56); 
Vancouver, British Columbia (1956- 91); and Victoria, British Columbia (1991-92). He also served 
for short terms congregations in St. Catharines, Ontario; Adelaide, South Australia; and Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

Rev. Hewett was president of both the British and Canadian Unitarian Historical Societies and vice 
president of the Unitarian Universalist Historical Society. He also served three terms on the board 
of the Canadian Unitarian Council, and contributed to the Canadian Encyclopedia and the 
Dictionary of Canadian Biography. He was also active in the International Association for Religious 
Freedom (IARF). In 1983 the American chapter of IARF presented Phillip and Margaret Hewett a 
joint award for Outstanding Service to International Liberal Religion. In 1992 he was given the 
Unitarian Universalist Association annual award for distinguished service. Rev. Hewett made six 
trips to the Unitarian movements in Poland and ten to Romania, both beginning in 1969. He was a 
strong advocate for the environment, family planning, disarmament, and peace. In 1972 he first 
spoke about acceptance of gays, and subsequently officiated at several same-sex unions (the issue 
of same-sex marriages emerging after his retirement). He prepared about 1,200 sermons, and 
officiated at about the same number of weddings, and close to the same number of memorial 
services. Hewett has written a number of books introducing Unitarianism, including An Unfettered 
Faith: the Religion of a Unitarian (1956), On Being a Unitarian (1968), and The Unitarian Way 
(1985). His principal historical work is Unitarians in Canada (1978, 2nd edition 1995). Rev. Hewett 
was father to Barton and Daphne and had four grandchildren. 

For more CUC-wide news, please consider subscribing to CUC e-news at http://cuc.ca/cuc-enews/ 
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Finder Binder!   
The "Finder Binder" is quietly sitting in the basement on the wall opposite the elevator. It is a 
turquoise binder and it sits in a metal mesh basket. It is an introvert and hasn't drawn much 
attention to itself, so this is to let you know more about it.  
 

The idea behind it is that members of our congregation have material needs as well as emotional 
and spiritual ones and that we can combine these. If you need a service that you would pay 
someone to provide, why not hire a member of the congregation?  You would each be helping the 
other. It is often difficult to find someone who is willing to do a small repair or an odd job and it is 
difficult to know if they are reputable. There are many members in the congregation with their 
own small businesses or cottage industries or who do jobs "on the side" . We have a talented group 
but we don't know their talents in these areas. Unlike with the musically talented, whose skills are 
evident during services (and at the Coffee House!), we can't see the talents of massage, carpentry, 
sewing and tutoring, to name a few. We wouldn't know whom to ask if we needed someone to 
help us. 
  

The "Finder Binder" is there to help you find those people. People who are willing to provide a 
service can advertise themselves in the "Finder Binder". There are sheets to fill out that will help 
you explain what you have to offer. The sheets are arranged in categories in the binder, to make it 
easier to find what you are looking for.  
 

The "Finder Binder" is not an endorsement of anyone or their service, it is merely a directory of 
information.  There are many ways that we endeavor to build a sense of community in our 
community and I believe that this is another way do do that.  It engages us in another part of the 
interdependent web that connects us to each other.  

Submitted by Kathie Keefe, Social Action Committee 

 
Coffeehouse Friday March 23 
Join the fun!  Our annual coffeehouse in support of USC’s Seeds for Survival programs will be on 
Friday, March 23 starting at 7:30.    Come and enjoy an evening of musical entertainment 
provided by talented members of our congregation.  There will be handmade items and fair trade 
coffee available for purchase.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Amnesty International  
Amnesty's Action Circle A120 meets for an hour on the last Sunday of each month (any exceptions 
will be announced) to discuss human rights concerns worldwide and to take action regarding 
selected cases.  We're always glad to have new people involved – you'll find us in one of the 
downstairs rooms past the kitchen at 12 noon, after the service and coffee time. Don't be held back 
by the thought that you're not fully informed about these concerns; we each raise our awareness as 
we participate --  and coming to a meeting does not commit you in any way.  Hope to see you!  Feel 
free to contact our co-ordinator Colin Read cread33@gmail.com, or 
myself  uutreadwell@gmail.com, with any questions. 

 

  

Social Justice at G
RU
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  This April we celebrate the theme of  

TRANSFORMATION through the art of storytelling.  
 

 

April 1, 2018.  “Holy Foolishness.”  Rev. Jessica P. Rodela. Cultures across 
time and geography have celebrated the archetype of the holy fool:  from the Métis 
itinerate storytellers known as “Storm Fools,” and Sufi trickster Nasrudin, to the 
Parables of Jesus, the tales challenge our assumptions and promote a new way 
of coping with our human condition.   

April 8, 2018.  “I Swear.”  Rev. Jessica P. Rodela and The Spirit of Life Choir 
directed by Rich Hrytzak.  On March 15, 2018, I swore to “faithfully observe the 
laws of Canada and fulfil my duties as a Canadian citizen.”  Today I’ll share my 
story of becoming a Canadian citizen.  What does good citizenship mean to you?     

April 15, 2018.   “To Ride the Horse of Change.”  Rev. Jessica P. Rodela.  This 
spring’s GRU READS challenge is Richard Wagamese’s poignant novel Indian 
Horse.  Narrator Saul Indian Horse says, “They say I can’t understand where I’m 
going if I don’t understand where I’ve been. The answers are within me, according 
to them.”   Tracing his story back to his northern Ojibway childhood on the land, 
then to the trauma of residential school, salvation in the form of hockey, and decline 
through alcoholism, Saul invites us on a journey to revelation and reconciliation.   

April 22, 2018.   “Tea and Tales with Muslim Women.”   Our congregation’s 
journey in learning in a hands-on way about the community’s Muslim women 
started two years at a summer service.  Today friends from the local Muslim 
Women’s Coalition will revisit us with the popular “Tea and Tales,” an opportunity 
for friendly dialogue with congregants during the coffee hour.   Elements of our 
Sunday service may also focus on the stories that local Muslim women wish to 
share with us.  This service is co-hosted by the KW Muslim Women’s Coalition 
with the members of the Syrian Task Force.   

April 29, 2018.   “Braving the Wilderness of Belonging.”  Rev. Jessica Rodela.   
Do you struggle with a sense of belonging?   Brené Brown writes:  “Stop walking 
through the world looking for confirmation that you don’t belong. You will always 
find it because you’ve made that your mission. ….True belonging doesn’t require 
you to change who you are; it requires you to be who you are . . . No one belongs 
here more than you.”   

  

SUNDAY MORNINGS   
at Grand River Unitarian  
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May 6, 2018.   Come celebrate Rev. Jess’s 10 Year Anniversary with the 
Congregation! 

May 13, 2018. “Maternal Math:  Stories from the Prophetic Sisterhood.”  Rev. 
Jessica P. Rodela and The Spirit of Life Choir directed by Rich Hrytzak.  In 
honour of Mother’s Day, we’ll explore the stories of some of the first women 
ministers in North America.    

May 20, 2018.   “Invitation to Interdependence.”   While Rev. Jess, elected 
delegates, and other GRU leaders are in Hamilton for the biennial national 
gathering of Canadian Unitarian Universalists, we will explore the nature of how 
we UUs ‘do’ community.  We begin our services with the affirmation that “Love is 
the doctrine of this church.”  But what does that look like in how we engage with 
one another in this varied and necessarily pluralistic religious community? 

May 27, 2018.  Join GRU Musician/Activist Colin Read and Rev. Jess for a service 
about music, life, and laughter.   

June 3, 2018.  “Walking with Our Sisters.”  Rev. Jessica P. Rodela.  Last year 
I was privileged to visit a commemorative art installation honouring the lives of 
missing and murdered Indigenous Women of Canada and the United States.  The 
exhibit features over 1,700 pairs of moccasin vamps (tops), each representing one 
missing or murdered Indigenous woman. What does it mean, to walk awhile in the 
footsteps of these sisters, mothers, aunties, daughters, cousins, grandmothers, 
wives and partners?   

June 10, 2018.   Our latest sponsorship effort might be over, but our commitment 
to the work continues.  Today members of our Refugee Task Force deliver a 
stirring call to action as we consider the challenges ahead.   

June 17, 2018.  “Fathers of Our Faith.”  Rev. Jessica P. Rodela.  This Father’s 
Day we celebrate the stories of a few heroes from our Unitarian Universalist 
history.   

June 24, 2018.  “Flower Communion:  To See Heaven in a Wildflower.”   Rev. 
Jessica P. Rodela.   Artist Georgia O’Keefe admonished:  “If you take a flower in 
your hand and really look at it, it's your world for the moment.”   This annual 
intergenerational ritual celebrates beauty, human uniqueness, diversity, and 
community.  Originally created in 1923 by Unitarian minister Norbert Capek of 
Prague, Czechoslovakia, the Flower Ceremony was introduced to the United 
States by Rev. Maya Capek, Norbert's widow.   In this ceremony, everyone in the 
congregation brings a flower. Each person places a flower on the altar.  After 
blessing and reflection, the flowers are redistributed so that each person brings 
home a different flower than the one they brought.   Please stay after the service 
for our annual intergenerational potluck picnic, to be held here in our very own 
backyard.   

Sign up for our weekly email announcements at admin@grandriverunitarian.ca to 
receive updates on Sundays, events, and programs. 


